
Please note that not all pages are included. This is purposely done in 
order to protect our property and the work of our esteemed composers. 

If you would like to see this work in its entirety, please order online or 
call us at 800-647-2117.
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15035 Wyandotte Street, Van Nuys, CA 91405-1746
voice: 818.994.6920    fax: 818.994.6958

e-mail: music@laurendale.com   www.laurendale.com
CH-1275 Alleluia

About the Series:  The Saint Cyril’s Music Series was created in 1999 to complement the 
needs of an exemplary music program in a unique setting.  St. Cyril of Jerusalem Church is 
a modern structure in Encino, California, with ne acoustics and a magnicent 3-manual, 
45-rank Rosales pipe organ.  The 42-voice St. Cyril’s Choir sings repertoire from the 
treasury of sacred music including Gregorian chant, Renaissance polyphony, Viennese 
masses with orchestra as well as spirituals and contemporary works.  Many of the composi-
tions commissioned for the St. Cyril’s Music Series are meant to enhance the celebration of 
Vespers.  William Beck has been Organist and Director of Music at the church since 
September of 1981.

About the Composer:  Dale Jergenson (b. 1935) was born in St. Paul, Minnesota, and after 
service in the U. S. Navy, attended San Diego State College, where he received both the B.A. 
and M.A. in music.  He holds a California Community College Instructor Credential, has 5 
years post-graduate study in composition at UCLA, has won many awards for both music 
composition and lm production, and among his many commissions has received a NEA 
grant for a work for chorus and orchestra.   He currently serves as composer-in-residence 
for Cantori Domino and at St. Cyril of Jerusalem Church in Encino.  In addition to classi-
cal music composition, Jergenson is active in writing scores for television, commercials, 
documentaries and feature lms.  His performance activities include singing and conducting 
for major choral and orchestral ensembles in live performance and recording.

About the Music:  According to the Harvard Dictionary of Music, Alleluia (a Latinization 
of the Hebrew hallelujah, praise ye the Lord) is an expression of joy and praise of God 
which occurs frequently in Gregorian Chant.  During Eastertide, the word alleluia is added 
to all antiphons, and to various other chants.  It also often occurs at the end of chants for 
Christmas, Corpus Christi, and other festivals.  Specically, the term alleluia denotes the 
third item of the Proper of the Mass.  It was introduced by Pope Damasus (368-384), rst 
for Easter only.  Pope Gregory (590-604) extended its use over the entire year except for 
Lent, for which season the original tract was preserved.  
      This Alleluia uses only the one word without the customary accompanying sentence 
referring to a specic occasion  or vers.  Musically it begins with a rapid, rich sounding 16th 
note repeated gure in the organ, soon joined by the brass choir and men’s voices.  This or-
gan gure becomes slower and softer leading to a tempo half as fast as the beginning.  Both 
the voices and brass assume a quiet, meditative quality accompanied by solo stops on the 
organ.  This expands to a fervent forte with a subsequent diminuendo, suddenly becoming 
the same tempo as at the beginning, with a jazzy 7/8 gure in the brass.   The voices take 
over for a brief time leading to a Gregorian chant-like section for the voices accompanied 
by simple chordal gures in the organ.  We return briey to a slow, meditative quality in the 
brass and voices with a solo ute stop in the organ, nally returning to the beginning tempo 
with the same opening 16th note gures in the organ.  The voices and brass, meanwhile, 
recap the jazzy 7/8 gure, building to a grand nale. 

Brass parts (CH-1275P) and Full Score (CH-1275S) available separately. 
(Organ uses Piano/Vocal score for organ part)
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