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Notes for

Black is the Colour

Folk songs of America are a .combination of our country's diverse ancestral
cultures - a musical expression of its people, whether they were slaves from Africa,
mountain folk from Kentucky, or pilgrilns froin the Old World. Before musical
notation, the songs were passed down by oral tradition from generation to
generation. Often melodies were changed as they were relnelubered in different
versions.

Black is the Colour has its roots in th,e Elizabethan love songs of tIle Southern
Appalacllian mountains. A search for the words and melody uncovered what is
suspected to be the original, unmuted melody, and not the traditional one associated
with this title that many of us learned as children. Sources of traditional
Appalachian folk songs contain the Inajor Inode melo~y. Black is the Colottf, [mode
4, b (with sharpened 7th; no 4th)] was found in Cecil J. Sharp's book,
English Folk Songs from the Southern Appalachians, an appalachial1 tune collected
from and sung by Mrs. Lizzie Roberts, at Hot Springs, North Carolina, Septelnber
15,1916. This pentatonic mode melody has been incorporated into the arrangement
as the middle section. It is surrounded by the traditionalll1inor mode Inelody found
in modem day folk song collections, thus giving the piece an A B A form with a
short introduction and a short coda.

L.A.H.

Loun:ooole AfJoclatCJ
15035 Wyandotte Street, Van Nuysl CA 91405-1746

tele: 818.994.6920 fax: 818.994.6958
a-mail: music@laurendale.com web-site: www.laureridale.com Black is the Colour
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Black Is the Colour
SSAA Chorus a cappella

perfornlallce tinle: 3:00

Traditional Appalachian Folk Song melodies
arranged by Laura Ann Horwitz

Text: Traditional
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4 j = 69 (tenderly)W 'mp
S.l

Black, black, black is the col- our of my true loves hair, His lips are like some

'DIP

S.2

Black, black, black is the col- our of my true loves His lips are like some

'11lP , (g~ntly)

A.l

Black, black. black is the col- our of my true loves hair, 00-- His are like some
//np , (g~lltly)

A.2

Black, black, black is the col- our of my true loves hair, 00-- His are like some

~

r ~
I'

hands,

r

est

est-- hands, I love the

neat - est-~~._.hands, I love the
poco rite=

and the

Imf

poco rit.

~
pret - ti - est face_ and the neat

poco rit.

pret - ti - est faceThe __ro - sy fair;

5.2

ro - sy fair; The- pret - t1- est face. and the neat

A. 1
~ ... ' _'. ~~ .c-_.... if poco fit.

~=- -==--='=- .••.=--=-J=--===-i J ~
ro - sy fair; The-- pret - ti - est face- and the neat est hands,

l-P poco. ri t.'OV == =::=:======-- 17\

S.l
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knows_-_-_-::: :_love andLove my

a tempopoco rit.

[ill a tempo 5
poco rit. t7\ nif ,

S.l

on where he stands. I love my- love well he knows

poco rit. 17\ 'llif ,
S.2

on where he stands. love nlY- love well he knows

poco rit. 17\ 'lnf
A.l

Love my love and well
'llif

cresco rubato
,

rubato

If-you- no- more on earth I see, I can't serve

If- you- 00- more on earth I see, I can't servethe ground where-on he goes.

the ground where- on he goes. If you no more on earth I see, I can't serve

rubato .l ,

the ground where-on he goes. If you no more on earth I see, I can't serve
rubato f

._-,---

S.2

S.l

A.I
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ricard

ritard

ritard

---00-----------------_---------

1np

----oo--==:'===============::.=~'=.='::.::.::=::.==========------
Imp

a temp)

'---"""
Still I hope the time will come when you and 1 shall be as one.----

'lllp ritard

a temp)
1nf

ritard

you as you have me.
r/tard= 17\

you as you have me.
ritard= 17\

6

SP

SP

The time has

q
The time has
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7= -

lllp = :Tlif_._....r-- 3-----,

S. 1

passed but- wish you well; But still I hope the tilne \vill

= 'llip = mf1-3--,

S.2

passed but- wish you well; But still hope the----- time will

r--3---, /IJlp = 1nf --
A.I

well; But still hope the time will
'}}lP lnf ----

A.2

well; But still hope the

ritard, '1Jlp P
S.l

you and will-- be as one.
ritard,1np p

S.2

COllle When you and will be as one.
ritard, 'lnp p

A.I

u
When you and will-- be as one.

ritard p:

u.
as one.

ritard-,
_0

Black Is the Colour Laurendale Associates

Co
py

in
g 

is
 il

le
ga

l 

Re
vi

ew
 c

op
y 

on
ly



- -~
~,_J

green, . - The-areleavester's-. - passed

Adagio

S.l

5.2

A.I

A.2

poco a poco rit.
~

____ is passed that we have seen,-.- But still I hope the tinle will come when you and

poco a poco rit.

is passed that we have seen,-- But still I. hope the time will come when you and

pocl!.~. poco rit.

still I hope the time will con1e when you and-

oeD ,-it.

hope the time will come when
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1371 a/largo ftery Slow (gently)
9

17\ 17\

S.l

I shall be ~ Black, black, black is theas one.
al/arg.

17\
=

17'\ P
S.2

I . be ~ Black, black, black is theone.
al/arg. p17\ 17\

A.I

Black, black, black is the

p
A.2

Black, black, black is the

~ I":'. Very Slow

17\ 17\

A.2

our my

rail. 17\ 17\

", -----
cJ)

~ ~
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~ ~

140 I rail. 17\ 17\

S.l -----
our of my true hair.

rail. 17\ 17\

S.2 -----
our of. nlY true hair.

rail. 17\ 17\

A.I
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