Program Note

The folk songs which form the basis of these choral settings represent a small cross-section of
the rather large body of folk music that has developed across the United States over the past
200 years. The styles of the original songs range from whimsically humorous to poignant
and even quite serious. Composed in the spring and summer of 2019, these settings for
unaccompanied women’s voices were commissioned by Christopher Watson, conductor of

the Trinity College Choir, Melbourne, for the ensemble’s U.S. concert tour in 20
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Four American Folk Songs

Traditional Text

Skip to My Lou 8904
All the Pretty Little Horses 8905
—> Poor Wayfaring Stranger 8906
She’ll Be Comin’ ’Round the Mountain 8907

Frank Ferko (b. 1950)

For biographical information visit: www.frankferko.com
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