
Program Note 

The folk songs which form the basis of these choral settings represent a small cross-section of 
the rather large body of folk music that has developed across the United States over the past 
200 years. The styles of the original songs range from whimsically humorous to poignant 
and even quite serious. Composed in the spring and summer of 2019, these settings for 
unaccompanied women's voices were commissioned by Christopher Watson, conductor of 
the Trinity College Choir, Melbourne, for th~ ensemble's U.S. concert tour in 20~ 

Durat10n:2:15 ~ 

'fota!Du<ation, 11,00 ~v 
Chorus 

Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou, Fly in thR!ug hoo, fly, sho 
Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou, Fly~in t a , shoo, fly, shoo, 
Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou, Ski y darlin'. 0 
Skip to my Lou, my darlin'. #,.~ 

Go ai hat'll I do? 

Lost my partner, what'll I do? Gone , what'll~d 
Lost my partner, what'll I do? (2ne again, what'll . 

Lost my partner, what'll I do? • to my Lilu, 
Skip to my Lou, my darlin'. •~ .. 

ows in the e wo y two, 
I'll get another one, just like you, Cows iDt two by two, 
I'll get another one, just 1 · u, Cows i e fie , two by two, 

I'll get another one, jus e liki , my darlin'. 
Skip to my Lou, ID¼ 
(Chorus) in bread tray, how they chew, 

~ Ra e bread tray, how they chew, 
Can't get a r Rats in the bread tray, how they chew, 
Can't get a Skip to my Lou, my darlin'. 
Can't 
Ski One old boot and a run down shoe, 

One old boot and a run down shoe, 

a ago 
ere wago , 

, ~ ptomyLo rm. 

" (Chorus) 

One old boot and a run down shoe, 
Skip to my Lou, my darlin'. 
(Chorus) 

Traditional Text e Fou, Am,rimn Folk Song, 
➔ Skip to My Lou 

All the Pretty Little Horses 

Poor Wayfaring Stranger 

She'll Be Comin' 'Round the Mountain 

Frank Ferko (b. 1950) 
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For biographical information visit: www.frankferko.com 
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Soprano I 

Soprano II 

Alto I 

Alto II 
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00_ 
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skip to *my Lou, Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou, 

skip to *my Lou, Lou, 

dar - lin'. 

loo 00_ loo 

* Always pronounce the word "my" as "mah." 



5 
Unison Chorus 

~ ,ef '"""" 
j J J J j j J ~ IJ J J J J J J J 

Lost my part - ner, what- 'II I do? Lost my part - ner, what- 'II I do? 

9 

/ 
'.. 

Lost my part - ner, what- 'II I do'? 

get an - oth - er one, just like you, 

skip to my Lou, my dar - lin'. 

like you, skip to my Lou, my dar - lin'. 

skip to my Lou, my dar - Jin'. 



6 
15 

Lou, skip to my Lou, Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou, 

Lou, skip to my Lou, 

17 

my Lou, my dar - lin'. 

to my Lou, my dar - lin'. 

to my Lou, my dar - Jin'. 

to my Lou, my dar - Jin'. 



7 

19 Soprano II 

can't get a red bird, a blue bird- 'II do, 

21 Blue bird - '11 do, blue 

a red bird, a blue bird-'11 do, 

blue bird- 'II do, 

blue, skip to my Lou, my dar - lin'. 

blue, skip to my Lou, my dar - Jin'. 

skip Lou, Lou. 



8 
27 

29 

Lou, 

Soprano II & Alto I 

Lou, Lou, skip 

Lou, Lou, skip 

Lou, _____ _ 

to my Lou, Lou, Lou, 

to my Lou, s 

shoo, 

my dar Jin'. 

lin'. 

shoo, fly in the sug-ar bowl, shoo, fly, shoo, 

skip to my Lou, Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou, 

r r 



9 
35 

Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou, skip to my Lou, my dar - Jin'. 

fly in the sug - ar bowl, shoo, fly, shoo, skip 

fly in the sug - ar bowl, shoo, fly, shoo, 

Lou, Lou, skip 

Lou, ______ _ 

Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou, 

I do? Gone a - gain, what- 'II I do? 



10 
39 

Alto II 

to my Lou, 

I do'? 

41 (the tune inverted) 

Cows in the corn - field, two by 

43 

cows in the 

in thee• hnw they chew, 

skip to my Lou, 

rats in the bread tray, how they chew, 

Lou. _________ _ 

skip to my Lou, 

by two, 

my dar - Jin'. 

Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou, 

rats in the bread tray, how they chew, 

skip to my Lou, my dar - lin'. 

skip to my Lou, my dar - Jin'. 



11 

49 Soprano/ 

Lou, Lou, ________ _ 

Lou, skip to my Lou, Lou, Lou, 

boot and a run down shoe, 

One old boot and a run down 

shoe, skip to my Lou, my dar - Jin'. 

run down shoe, skip to my Lou, my dar - Jin'. 



12 

53 Soprano II 

to my Lou, to my Lou, skip to my Lou, skip to my Lou, skip to my Lou, 

- - - -
Skip, skip skip, skip, 

55 Soprano I 

Soprano II Skip, 

skip, Alto I 

to my Lou, my dar - lin'. 

skip to my Lou, my dar - Jin'. 

f 

skip to my Lou, my dar - Jin'. 
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