Program Note

The folk songs which form the basis of these choral settings represent a small cross-section of
the rather large body of folk music that has developed across the United States over the past
200 years. The styles of the original songs range from whimsically humorous to poignant
and even quite serious. Composed in the spring and summer of 2019, these settings for
unaccompanied women’s voices were commissioned by Christopher Watson, conductor of

the Trinity College Choir, Melbourne, for the ensemble’s U.S. concert tour in 20\
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Text

Chorus Fly in the suga , shoo,
Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou, Fly in the sug hoo, fly, sho
Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou, Flyint a , shoo, fly, shoo,
Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou, Ski y darlin’
Skip to my Lou, my darlin’ (g Wl do?
Lost my partner, what'll I do? Gone ,whatll1d
Lost my partner, what'll I do? one again, whatll e
Lost my partner, what'll I do? to my Lou, m
Skip to my Lou, my darlin’ '

\ ows in the ¢ %i wo by two,
I'll get another one, just like you, et two by two,

I'll get another one, just like you,
I'll get another one, justlike y Skip , my darlin’

Skip to my Lou, my, i

(Chorus) RQ bread tray, how they chew,
Ra e bread tray, how they chew,
Rats in the bread tray, how they chew,
Skip to my Lou, my darlin

One old boot and a run down shoe,
One old boot and a run down shoe,
One old boot and a run down shoe,
Skip to my Lou, my darlin:
(Chorus)
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* Always pronounce the word “my” as “mah.”
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