NOTE

Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown stands at the top of Charles Wesley’s
career as a hymn-poet. His recasting of the story of Jacob’s struggle with

the angel in Genesis 32 takes 11 verses, only four of which are here used.
The mood is wonderfully reflected in this stark shape-note tune. I first
it as movement VIII of the cantata Melodions Accord (1974, Catalog No
3010); this arrangement adds women’s voices and another verse.

TEXT

Come, O Thou Traveler unkngwn
Whom still I hold but cannet seg; =
My company before is gone,
And I am left alone with Thee
With Thee all night I mean to'st
And wrestle till the break of day.

In vain Theu get free;
[ never WWMOSW old;
Art Thou the at died for me?
The sceret of Thwaove unfold;

W@wﬂl not let Thee
Till L Thy name, Thy naturesk

Speak, orﬁnmewr hence shalt move,

And teﬂ%ﬂ@% name be Love.

whisper in my hearg

The morning breaks, the shadows flee:
ure, universal Love Thou art;

o me, to all Thy mercies move;

Thy nature and Thy name is Love.

—Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Alice Parker (b. 1925)
For biographical information visit:
www.melodiousaccord.org/alice_parker
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Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown
for Tenor Solo, SATB Chorus, and Keyboardm

Charles Wesley VERNON from Harmonia Sacra
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