World premiere on March 15, 2014 in Los Altos, California.
Dedicated to Maesiro Gregory Wait.
Grateful acknowledgement to Candace Pelissero for her generous support
for Schola Cantorum s Fiftieth Anniversary commissions.

Performances Note

ividing into two choirs. The
. it is not necessary for the

This work was composed for a large choral ensemble of approximately 90 voices with the capabilty
division that actually does occur in this piece is an “internal” division rather than an “external” one. "
singers to be physically divided into two separate groups with a space between them, but rathe
arrangement in the chorus and sing the double chorus section with the effect of an internal, ref}
commonly used antiphonal sound with a spatial effect created by physical separation of th

Program Note

How Long We Wait, for large mixed chorus and oboe, was commissioned by Scho ountai oria, for the
celebration of the ensemble’s fiftieth anniversary in the 2013-2014 conce received its icre performance on
March 15, 2014 in a concert conducted by Gregory Wait, Music Director @

ecific terms, the poem
biblical parables other Gospel narratives
and the fields and trees that were familiar to Merton’s

Based on a poem by Thomas Merton, the text speaks of the anticipatio
is an Advent poem which heralds of the birth of Jesus through the u
combined with images of everyday experiences, such as church be
Trappist comnmunity.

6’5079

ong We Wait

we hear you sing?

cd to the silence of our vineyards
d stir in the rising barley.

ome behind the shaggy trees.

¢ gICY as rivers,

1l when will you wake in the green wheat,
d all our Trappist cedars sing:

right land, 1ift up your leafy gates!

u abbey steeple, sing with bells!

or look, our Sun rejoices like a dancer

On the rim of our hills.”

In the blue west the moon is uttered like the word:
“Farewell.”
arewe —Thomas Merton
How Long We Wait by Thomas Merton,
from THE COLLECTED POEMS OF THOMAS MERTON,
copyright © 1946 by New Directions Publishing Corporation.
Reprinted and used with permission of New Directions Publishing Corp.
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