Program Notes

The Huron Carol is believed to be the first Canadian Christmas carol. It was composed in 1643 by Father
Saint Jean de Brébeuf (1593-1649) and was intended as a present for the Huron people. Father Brébeuf
served as a Jesuit missionary with the Hurons in Ste. Marie.

Initially penned in the Huron language, The Huron Carol was eventually translated into French. In
1926, Jesse Edgar Middleton translated this carol into English using a French translation. Middleton
subsequently renamed the carol.

Father Brébeuf was abducted and killed by the Iroquois tribe on March 16
1648-1650. Pope Pious XI canonized Father Brébeuf on June 29, 1930.
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"The tune for Iesous Abatonnia is based on a sixteenth century French C

Pronunciation Guide

e - like “eh”
8 = “w” before a vowel
u = “u” before a consonant

i- 11ke the “ee” in “freeze”

({2

a - like “ah”

th - “t” followed by an aspiration
on - as in the French word “bon”
en - as in the French word “chien”
an - as in the French word “viande”
Accents tend to fall on the second

sus a-ha-ton- -nyah
ms bhe is born

Bebold, the spirit wﬂwners is ﬂed.

Ennonchien sk on, 8andi, onrachatha
en-non-shyen sk ee-hotat non-ywa-ndee-yon-rah-shah-thah
Do not listen to it, as it corrupts our minds.

Iesous Ahatonnia
ee-sus a-ha-ton-nyah
Fesus, he is born.



Verses 2-4

2. "Twas in the moon of winter time, 3. Within a lodge of broken bark
when all the birds had fled, the tender babe was found,

that mighty Gitchi Manitou a ragged robe of rabbit skin

sent angel choirs instead; enwrapped his beauty round;

before their light the stars grew dim, but as the hunter braves drew nigh,
and wondering hunters heard the hymn: the angel song rang loud and high:
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born. Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born,

in excelsis gloria. in excelsis gloria.

4. O children of the forest free,

O sons of Manitou,

the holy child of earth and heavelw
is born today for you.

text by J. E. Middleton:
. used by permission of
., Limited, Mississauga,
Ontario, Canada.
All rights reserved.
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A Chrisfmas Lullaby (#7.0454)
5. The Bisst Noél (#7.0455)
6. Wassail (#7.0456)

arp (#7.0736), brass quintet (#7.0467 [score], #7.0468
arts]), or orchestra. Score and parts for orchestra are
“available on rental from the publisher.
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Commissioned by the Canada Council and B. C. Arts Council for the Phoenix Chamber Choir, Vancouver,
Dr. Ramona Luengen, director

Carols of the Nativity

3. The Huron Carol ("Twas In the Moon of Winter Time)
for Soprano and Baritone Soli, SATB Chorus, opt. Piano, Organ, or Harp or Brass Quintet, or Full Orchestra

Huron: Father Saint Jean de Brébeuf (1593-1649) [ane: lesous Abatonnia
English tr. Jesse Edgar Middleton (1872—-1960) (sixteenth Celwch Canadian)
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* Verses I and IV are optional.
** Huron - see “Guide to Pronunciation.” >~
English text by J. E. Middleton: used by permission of The Frederick Harris
Music Co., Limited, Mississauga, Ontario, Canada. All rights reserved.

© Copyright 2005 by Highgate Press, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing Group. www.ecspublishing.com
All rights reserved.
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Verse 11
Faster d = 60-63
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Cue sized notes are for rehearsal only.
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July 10, 2002
Vancouver, B.C.
3’30~
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