Program and/or Performance Notes

Sketches for Child of Song (for soprano and piano) date back to January 2000. My good friends Pam and John
Sebastian had recently lost their son, Bear (a student of mine), to a tragic motorcycle accident. A few years
later, I watched with horror the images of families and loss in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. I was moved to
take up the idea again of a lament, specifically for that most unnatural of acts — when parents must bury their

children.

When I considered the addition of a chorus to the original piece, I was reminded of choral literature which
expressed the connection of mother and child. For me, the most poignant expression of this is found in the
fifth movement of Brahms’ Ein Deutsches Requiem, where the soprano soloist speaks as a motherly voice from
heaven, singing, “You have had sorrow. I will comfort you; I will see you again.” In Child of Song, the roles
are inverted: the soprano sings as a mother who has lost her child and asks that the spirit of her child be with
her in her last hour. It is the chorus, quoting from Brahms’ Requier, that ethereally speaks the words from
the departed child, recognizing the parents’ grief and offering a calm assurance of comfort, as from a mother,
that they shall see each other again.

Child of Song is a small portrait of the tragedy that occurs when a parent loses a child. It is humbly offered to
all who have suffered the untimely loss of a loved one.

—Steven Sametz

Child of Song
Child of song, now in my final hour.
oh Child of prayer, Child of mine,
Child I held, Child I held,
held now beyond all care. Child of Song
Child I held, Hold me now
oh hold me now. Ah, until we sing again, my Child!
Child age is not for you, Child of song,
Child of my song; oh, Child of prayer,
Oh my Child keep trust with me Child I held,

Ah, until we sing again, my Child.

Child that I held
sing me your song
cradle me

1br babt nun Traurigkeit,

Ich will euch tristen,

wie einen seine Mutter trostet
Ich will euch wieder seben.

Alto Flute

Clarinet in Bb

Hornin F

Percussion (one player)
Marimba
Vibraphone
Suspended cymbal
Triangle

Harp

oh, hold me now.
—Steven Sametz

You have now only sorrow;

I shall comfort you

as one is comforted by his mother.
I will see you once more.

—Texts used in Brahms’ Ein Deutsches Requiem
(John 16:22 and Isaiah 66:13)

Publisher’s Notes

Instrumentation

Duration: 7 minutes

The full score (Catalog No. 6933) and parts (Catalog No. 6934) are available from the publisher.
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