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TWELVE TRADITIONAL CAROLS. 
from 

HEREFORDSHIRE. 
Collected, Edited and Arranged by E. M. LEATHER & R. VAUGHAN WILLIAMS. 

1. THE HOLY \VELL. 
(1st Version.) 

Allegretto. 

1. As it_ fell out on a 

1. 1 last. 
1 

If_ He- should go and play. 2."To all'.' 
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Arrangement for unaccompanied voices. 

1. As it ftlll out on a high holiday 
On a holiday so high, 

Sweet Jesus He asked of His own mother dear. 
If He should go and play. 

2. "To play, to play, dear Child:' she did say, 
'"It's time that You were gone, 

And don't let me hear of complaint upon You 
At night when You come home:• 

3."Now go You down to the merry little town 
As far as the Holy Well, 

And there You ask the children if they sha.11 play with You, 
And You i;hall play with them:· 

4."They say 'we are lords and ladies sons, 
And You the meanest of them all, 

You are nothing but mild Mary's child 
Born down in an ox- full stall~ " 

5.''You are nothing but mild Mary's child, 
Born down in an ox-full stall; 

But You shall be crowned King of Heaven, 
And the ruler above as all'." 

Emendatlons:-
VersP- t, line t, "high'' for 11 m1:' line .t 11a" for 11my!' 

,, 2, " !:, 11 were~ 1 for •'had been'.' 
., 8, ,, f, "'Now go you down" for 11 You go down'.' 

u 8, 11 sh11.U .. for '·i;,hould'.' 
" •, "et.nd" ·for 11or~' 

,, 4, ,, 1, 0 and0 on:lttt'J, ••ue" for 11 wao~· 11we 0 for 11 +hey'~ 

" 2, 0 You" addt'id. 
" 1, 0 and'" omitted. 

,, 5, ,, t, "If" omitted.. 
" 3, ''but" for Hand!' 

Some ver"ea have bt>en omitted. 
Melody and te:rt from Gyp1iea at Sutton St. Nichola,. 
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day, 

2. THE HOLY WELL. 
(2nd Version.) 

As it fell_ out up - on a day, On a bright and a ho - ly 

Sweet Je - 1:1us ask'd of_ His_dea.r mo-ther, If 

/':'.. 

He_ might go and play. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

!~~~~~~~~·: 
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3. CHRISTMAS NOW IS DRAWING NEAR AT HAND. 

~ 11 II Lento moder to (J J) a . . I I I 
~ : . ~ -

~ 
. 

~ 
. - ~ -·-4 -

i.Oh Christ-mas now is 

1111 ~ - ' I --- ......-........ - ~ -. -, .... --..- .. .- - - . .. 
~ ~ - - . -- - - ~ ~ 

t) - r r r r' r r· - ., -
p 

" ----=- .. .. .. -:-- ..... - - -. ~· ~ . .. .: ~ rJ • . - -·~ -. . ~ - ~ ~ ~ 
...___ _____ _ 

hand, Pray serve the Lord and be at His com - mand; For_ 

,., ~ ~ I f. 11 last. I 

. .. .. - - ... .. -· - ~ - .. .. 
tJ ~- -- -

- side. 2. Re-

"i ~ ~. -- ' . -... ,,,.- . -. - . -· ··~ - . 
- ·~ - ~ - ~. . 

~ I r I r r r ?;. 
ira1r r. r I 

J I 
6 'dim. 

,J. " .. - ... - ... - ... -. - - ·-·-·~ - . 
·~ ~ - . ......_. - ~ 
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S. 
A. 

T. 
B. 

Arrangement for unaccompanied voices. 

1. Oh,Christmas now is drawing nea.r at hand, 
Pray serve the Lord and be a.t His command; 
For you a. portion God He will provide, 
And give a blessing to your soul beside. 

2. Remember man that thou art made of clay, 
And in this world thou hast not long to stay; 
Thb wicked world will never be content 
With all the gifts that our great God hath sent. 

3. Down in the garden where flowers grow in ranks, 
Down on your knees; return the good Lord thanks, 
Down on your knees, and pray both night and d·ay, 
Leave off your sins and live upright I pray. 

4.. So now sing praises to our God and King 
That did on earth this great salvation bring, 
Laid down His life upon the cursed tree, 
And died a cruel death on Calvary. 

Th" t.bovt> nrsiun la t. collation of the two texb mentioned below. 

Em~ndt.tlona:-

Veroe f, line t, (A) ha• "Yon chrlotlan people all, within thil!, land" 
(B) h"~ not the"Oh"bnt the alnger probably .. dded It when •lne;inc . 

.t, ,, 3, "\\"ho" omitted; ''On Cahary" for .. Ui-on llour.t CalVM.ry:' 

Some Verao have hten omitted. 
Melody and Tnt''.A" from Mr. Johnson, Thtt Humm.,, .. nd Mr• E.thtr Smith, at Weobley. 

Text'"B" from Mr. William Colcorubt, Waobley. 
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