Program Notes

A celebration of spring, Spring Carol is based on text by Robert Louis Stevenson. Perhaps best
know as the author of Treasure Island and Strange Cast of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, he was also
a writer of short stories and poetry. From his 1918 publication New Poems, the following text
was selected to capture the energetic buoyancy of spring.

(“the air was full of sun and birds . . . and T knew love”). The piece finishes with't
melody accompanied by a soaring descant. e

Singing the song of the meadows

When loud by landside streamlets gush, =
And clear in the greenwoo %%msm
With sun on the meado -
And songs in the shadows
Comes again to me
The gift of the tonguies ofthe lea,

The gift of th&%ﬂ@%@%emow&

It bears the songW%ﬁ skylark dow
It hears the singing of the tow

Remembranee wakened in my heart
And I Knew loVe.

lusty ploughman breaks the sod,
rass singe in meadows,

And flowers smile in shadows,

Sits my heart at ease,

Hearing the song of the leas,
Singing the song of the meadows.

Robert Louis Stevenson (1850—1894)
Adapted by Michael John Trotta

Full Score (1.3575A) and Instrumental Parts (1.3575B) available separately.
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