PROGRAM NOTES

I Will Sing to the Stars is a three-movement work for children’s chorus, piano, and optional
strings. The work was commissioned by the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus in conjunction
with the centennial of Sara Teasdale winning the Pulitzer Prize for poetry in 1918@% text for
this work is drawn from Rivers fo the Sea which was published in 1915 and serves a@%ﬁgmmal
example of women's poetry in the modern era. The texts are a vibrant collection fitked \W
vivid imagery, expressing joy, peace, and ease. s

. & A

This work opens with an energetic accompamment which serves as the matsix for thie
sprightly vocal lines that introduce the text, “I am wild, I will sing” This s V“@“’?ﬁ“fd first in g, A
the piano and then in the voices, starts a call and response between thc% MMSK thc% R
transitions to a contrasting key, making way for a stark contrast feajumingthechert orus alone. .y %
The beginning theme is then reintroduced to conclude the pleceW% with'the repea‘rm

N

text, “I love, I am loved” F W v

The second movement, except for a brief mtroductlom %01} is set complet#
unaccompanied chorus. The text, “Peace flows into e %}Wmed ona smgﬁlol%
gently expanding to a fuller sonority. The next sect%%tuwstrnghtforward d
of the text, followed by a rhythmic ostinato that lays WWUOH for legato gocal lines in the
upper voices. The piece then concludes on the same smgle‘“ﬂote from \vhlc%egan.

The final movement briefly recalls the acco t from the end of irst inovement

which, under the guise of new rhylh%setW for a new mel@inThis Verse structure

is followed by a refrain and a canon betsgeén théfwo voices on thie text; {the aftis blue and

sweet” The contrasting middle section allowsithe voices to bedel point on the text,
“let me sing like birds, sing befor%xglght e -

& BEXE AVAILABLE EDITIONS
Evening, and %Hﬁ%s A . |
. o oy
Ina choruﬁ%sﬁ%melmo Sound’“““ A Piano/Choral Score 1.3548
Are eamﬁ%ts of joy Full Score 1.3548A
r Parts 1.3548B
..... Peace
Piano/Choral Score 1.3549
Full Score 1.3549A
"""" Parts 1.3549B
i Dusk
MW . Sara Teasdale (1884-1933) ==3p Piano/Choral Score 1.3550
“This is the urz(gm%opm%&mx been altered for the musical setting. Full Score 1.3550A
Lt = Parts 1.3550B

Michael John Trotta (b. 1978)

For biographical information visit: www.mjtrotta.com
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(play only in absence of strings through m. 37)
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(play only in absence of strings through m. 48)
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