Commissioning Choir: Northwestern State University Chamber Choir;
Michael John Trotta, Composer; Michael John Trotta; Conductor; Nicholaus B. Cummins, Conductor;
Northwestern State University Chamber Choir, Chorus;
Leah Forsyth, Oboe; Andrej Kurti, Violin 1; Jonathan Andino, Violin 2;
Sofia Tchetchelashvili, Viola; Alonso Restrepo Cardozo, Violoncello

First Performance/Recording Date: March 1, 2017
Recording Engineer: Pat Divietro

This project was made possible by the Lynn Prince Endowed Professorship in Voice.

Total Duration: 30:27

NOTES

Each of the movements of For a Breath of Ecstasy
chronicles Teasdale’s search for solace amidst life’s
many storms. The tapestry of different vocal forces
set against the backdrop of Oboe and Strings
reveals moments of yearning, love, joy, and peace.
Vivid imagery portrays transcendent moments
of solace that are revealed in an individuals
relationship to nature and in love.

at sways and
’s faces look

This work draws texts from Love Songs, the
anthology of celebrated American poet, Sara
Teasdale (1884-1933), and was commissior ‘
celebrate the centennial of her winning th
Pulitzer Prize in Poetry in 1918.

delight,

—Miichael John Trotta t star the night.

ne white singing hour of peace

nt many a year of strife well lost,
And for a breath of ecstasy

Give all you have been, or could be.

Note: These are the texts in their original form. The

composer altered them in his settings. See the music
for footnotes.
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Spend All You Have On Loveliness
for SSAA Chorus, Oboe, and String Quartet or Piano
Sara Teasdale (1884—1933)

1 John Trotta

M. J. T., alt.
J =ca.72
/JQ ﬁ f A 1
Oboe o = —
N e | —
mp
o ) o

Soprano |Hes !‘i
[

N.B.: The composer reordered the second and third paragraphs of the text in his setting.
* The composer inserted this line here.
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* The composer inserted the word “A” here.
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* The composer omitted the words “Buy it” here.
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* The composer changed the order of the words from “singing hour of peace” to “hour of singing peace” here.
** The composer changed the words from “Count” to “Counts” here.
*** The composer changed the words from “or could be” to “and all you could be” here.
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* The composer omitted the words “Buy it” here.
** The composer changed the order of the words from “singing hour of peace” to “hour of singing peace” here.
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* The composer changed the words from “Count” to “Counts” here.
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