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By Blue Ontario’s Shore (A Vision of Democracy) is less focused on Lake Ontario than it is on the musings 
of poet Walt Whitman’s fertile imagination (!). Sitting by the lake, the poet imagines a “Phantom large and 
superb” who asks him to “sing the song of the birth of Democracy.” And thus begins a recitation of names 
of cities by the lake, as a “nation announcing itself.” The stern Phantom (vocal soloists), the city names (all 
chorus, whispering) and the triumph of Democracy (chorus, full voice) are the ingredients of this song.

This choral setting is part of the cantata The Great Lakes, a musical journey across the magnificent five lakes 
bordering the Eastern US and Canada. Texts by American and Canadian poets have been selected as lyrics 
for this cantata. The journey moves from East (Lake Ontario) to West (Lake Superior), stopping to explore 
the unique character of each lake en route.

Although the preliminary form of the cantata was scored for chorus with piano accompaniment, the final 
version is now orchestrated. Therefore, the composer has enjoyed exploring orchestral colors inspired by the 
personalities of the lakes.

PROGRAM NOTES

Commissioned by the Toledo Choral Society
Richard Napierala, Artistic Director

for premiere June 26, 2022
Toledo, Ohio

TEXT

By blue Ontario’s shore,
As I mused on these troubled days,
and of peace returned,
a Phantom large and superb, with stern appearance,
came to me…
“Oh, sing me a song, a song that comes from the soul of America.
Sing me the carol of victory.
And sing me the song of the birth of Democracy.”

Rochester… Niagara… Syracuse… Oswego…

A nation announcing itself – we are the most beautiful to ourselves, and in ourselves.

Democracy, I saw you serenely give birth to immortal children, saw in dreams your
fullness form, saw you with spreading mantle covering the world.

Rochester…Niagara…Syracuse…Oswego…

I stand for those who walk with the whole earth,
who celebrate one to celebrate all.

Thus, by blue Ontario’s shore,
While the winds whipped and the waves came trooping toward me,
I thrilled with the song of liberty, and the charm of my theme was upon me…

I saw the free souls of poets,
the loftiest bards of ages past strode before me,

Poets of vision, messengers of peace,
Bards with songs from burning coals or the lightning’s forked stripes!
Voices of water… Ontario’s bards…
You by my charm I invoke.

Rochester…Niagara…Syracuse…Oswego…

By blue Ontario’s shore

—Walt Whitman (1819–1892), from Leaves of Grass,  
adapted by Gwyneth Walker
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*These high patterns represent the wonder and mystery of the “Vision of Democracy.”

Catalog No. 8981

By Blue Ontario’s Shore
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*These high patterns represent the wonder and mystery of the “Vision of Democracy.”
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*These high patterns represent the wonder and mystery of the “Vision of Democracy.”
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*These high patterns represent the wonder and mystery of the “Vision of Democracy.”
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p

œ  Œ
a gara. . .

œ  Œ
a gara. . .

œ  Œ
a gara. . .

œ  Œ
a gara. . .

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
ww

œ œ  ‰ jœ
Syr a cuse. . . Os

œ œ  ‰ jœ
Syr a cuse. . . Os

œ œ  ‰ Jœ
Syr a cuse. . . Os

œ œ  ‰ Jœ
Syr a cuse. . . Os

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
ww

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -
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bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
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85

œ .
we go. . .

œ .
we go. . .

œ .
we go. . .

œ .
we go. . .

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

ww ?

œ œ  ‰ jœ
Roch es ter. .  Ni

œ œ  ‰ jœ
Roch es ter. .  Ni

 œ œ œ
Roch es ter. . 

 œ œ œ
Roch es ter. . 

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

cresc. poco a poco (to m. 94)

cresc. poco a poco (to m. 94)

cresc. poco a poco (to m. 94)

cresc. poco a poco (to m. 94)

cresc. poco a poco (to m. 94)

accel. poco a poco

accel. poco a poco
loco

œ  Œ
a gara. . .

œ  Œ
a gara. . .

œ ‰ Jœ œ œ
Ni a gara. . .

œ ‰ Jœ œ œ
Ni a gara. . .

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

-

- - - - -

- - - -

-

-

- - - -

- - - -
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*These high patterns represent the wonder and mystery of the “Vision of Democracy.”
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88

œ œ  ‰ jœ
Syr a cuse. . . Os

œ œ  ‰ jœ
Syr a cuse. . . Os

œ Œ œ œ œ
Syr a cuse. . .

œ Œ œ œ œ
Syr a cuse. . .

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

(accel.)

(accel.)

(cresc.)

œ .
we go. . .

œ .
we go. . .

œ ‰ Jœ œ œ
Os we go. . .

œ ‰ Jœ œ œ
Os we go. . .

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ..
œœ

œ œ  ‰ Jœ
Roch es ter. . . Ni

Œ œ œ 
Roch es ter. . .

 œ œ œ
Roch es ter. . .

 œ œ œ
Roch es ter. . .

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

L

L

Faster, with excitement

Faster, with excitement

- - - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- -- - - -
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œ  Œ
a gara. . .

‰ jœ œ 
Ni a gara. . .

œ ‰ Jœ œ œ
Ni a gara. . .

œ ‰ Jœ œ œ
Ni a gara. . .

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œœ

œœ œœ œœ

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

œ œ  ‰ Jœ
Syr a cuse. . . Os

Œ œ œ 
Syr a cuse. . .

œ Œ œ œ œ
Syr a cuse. . .

œ Œ œ œ œ
Syr a cuse. . .

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œœ

œœ œœ œœ

œ .
we go. . .

‰ jœ œ 
Os we go. . .

œ ‰ Jœ œ œ
Os we go. . .

œ ‰ Jœ œ œ
Os we go. . .

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œœ
œœ œœ œœ

- - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -
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>
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>
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>
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>
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>
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>
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>
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>
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blue On tar io’s
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>
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ww>

full sonorities of conviction

full sonorities of conviction

full sonorities of conviction

full sonorities of conviction

rit. to end

rit. to end

w>

shore.

w
>

w>

shore.

w>

ww>
>
shore.

ww
>
>
shore.

Œ œ>
œœ>

œœœ
>
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>

ww>

wUw
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wUwu

wwU
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