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I would bring you a song, O lakes:
A song of delight and desire;
A song of the spring that wakes,
Of the warm red light that shakes
Far over your white ice-pyre.

I would breathe you a song, O lakes;
A song of the love that thrills
The heart of the year, and breaks
The bonds of winter, and eases
The thirst of the season in tiny little streams and rills.

I would breathe you a song, O lakes;
And the bountiful answer you give, O lakes;
And the love and the music it wakes
Entrances my spirit and makes
Me thankful to God that I live!

—William Wilfred Campbell (1860–1918),  
from Lake Lyrics and Other Poems (1889),  

alt. Gwyneth Walker

Lyric comes from The Great Lakes, a musical journey across the magnificent five lakes bordering the Eastern 
US and Canada. Texts by American and Canadian poets have been selected as lyrics for this cantata. The 
journey moves from East (Lake Ontario) to West (Lake Superior), stopping to explore the unique character 
of each lake en route.

The Prologue, Lyric, is based on the poem by William Wilfred Campbell, a Canadian poet. Appropriately, the 
text speaks of bringing (or breathing) a song in reverence of the lakes. This is gentle music, with notes often 
floating across the measures in lightly syncopated hemiola rhythms. The initial and closing phrases in the 
Bass voices represent the deep voice of the lakes.

Although the preliminary form of the cantata was scored for chorus with piano accompaniment, the final 
version is now orchestrated. Therefore, the composer has enjoyed exploring orchestral colors inspired by the 
personalities of the lakes.
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cresc.
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A
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∑

œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

F enraptured

F enraptured

œ œ œ œ jœ
song of the spring that

œ œ œ œ jœ
song of the spring that

∑

∑

‰ œœ œœ ‰ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

J

J
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of the
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of the
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F enraptured

F enraptured
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warm red light that
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warm red light that
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love and the mu sic it
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love and the mu sic it
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wakes. I
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wakes. I
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wakes. I
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wakes. I
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œ Jœ œ œ œ
will bring you a

œ Jœ œ œ œ
will bring you a

œ jœ œ œ œ
will bring you a

œ Jœ œ œ œ
will bring you a

œœœœggggggggggggggggg

Jœœ œœ œœ œœ

œœœ Jœœ
œœ œœ œœf

f

f

f
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K
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.œ .œ
song, O

.œ .œ
song, O

.œ .œ
song, O

.œ .œ
song, O
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lakes.

.
lakes.

.
lakes.

.
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.
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shimmering
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Jœ
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dim.
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p
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Ah
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œ jœ .œ#
Ah

œ jœ .œ
Ah

œ Jœ .œ
Ah

∑
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jœ œœ jœ œœ

(rit.)

(rit.)

∑

∑

∑

œ œ# œ œ œ œ
Ah

œ œ# œ œ œ  
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rapidly, blurred, unmeasured
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∑U
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