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Synopsis

It is November 22, 1963. John F. Kennedy has been assassinated. On Airforce One, Lyndon
Baines Johnson is being sworn in as the new president. A small group, including Lady Bird
Johnson and Jacqueline Kennedy, witnesses the ceremony. In an internal monologue, Lady
Bird reminisces; as long as she has known him, LBJ has always wanted to be president. She
remembers the breakfast she shared with him thirty years earlier in Dallas. We see this breakfast
acted out by a young LBJ and a young Lady Bird. Although this was their very first date, to
her astonishment and amusement, it ended with LBJ proposing to her, and we learn that,
improbably, within two months of that meeting, she and LB]J were married.

We see a series of projections reminding us of the way black activists struggled to win civil rights
for their people. This is accompanied by the chorus singing a semi-gospel song: A Long Time
Coming. This culminates in a projection telling us that LBJ has managed to persuade Congress
to pass a Civil Rights Bill.

Now we witness a meeting between LB] and his political advisors. Having just become president
in 1963, LBJ finds that he must already begin to campaign for the presidential election in 1964.
His advisors remind him that the Civil Rights Bill has in all probability cost him the South. They
convince him that he must find some well-liked Southerner who can campaign for him in the
Southern states.

The scene shifts to the Johnson home. In a scene with Lady Bird and the Johnson daughters,
Lynda, and Luci, LB] asks for their opinions: should he run again? Lady Bird, Lynda and Luci
all enthusiastically agree that he should. But, when LBJ asks Lady Bird to campaign for him in
the South, she demurs. She tells him that she is too shy and inexperienced to do as he asks. As
an inducement, LBJ tells her that if he is re-elected, he will pass a bill to beautify the country,
and he will put her in charge.

Alone, Lady Bird considers LBJ’s request. A suppressed memory rises to the surface of her mind.
She recalls a horrific incident she witnessed as a young woman. This memory is then acted out:
several drunken rednecks murder a black man. This appalling memory convinces her that she
must overcome her fears and campaign for her husband.

What follows are three scenes in which Lady Bird campaigns for LB] in the South. She travels on
the Ladybird Express and addresses crowds from the rear platform of the train. On the second
of the stops, Lynda and Luci do some campaigning themselves. We see that the further south
they go, the angrier and more resentful the crowds are about LBJ’s promulgation of the Civil
Rights Bill. An FBI man tells Lady Bird to cancel the rest of the tour because there is a possibility
that abomb has been planted on the train. Lady Bird is firm in her decision to continue the tour.
During the three campaign stops, we see the dignity, intelligence, and bravery with which Lady
Bird handles the obstreperous crowds.

A new projection tells us that LBJ has won the presidency in a landslide. In the final scene of the
opera, once again LB] is being sworn in, and once again we hear Lady Bird’s internal thoughts
as she looks forward to her new role as the person who will “beautify this blessed land.” As Lady
Bird sings, our chorus joins her in a grand choral finale, while we see projections of field after
field of beautiful flowers.

Henry Mollicone (b. 1946)

For biographical information visit:
www.henrymollicone.com

Sheldon Harnick (b. 1924)

For biographical information visit:
www.masterworksbroadway.com/artist/sheldon-harnick



Score in C Catalog No. 8507 3
First Lady of the Land
an Opera in One Act
Libretto by Music by
Sheldon Harnick Henry Mollicone (BMI)
Prelude
Allegro non troppoJ =120
>
Fl G — e e — — —,—,Y,Y——s————————————m—e s ———r—m e
ute S f
Oboe
Y s
H o> PPN PPN PPN PPN PPN PPN
Bb Clarinet ﬁ : ; : i — —| —r ® . ® .
S
Bassoon ﬂz = = 73 - r f — 1
IS —
S
[6hese 2 - ; : - - cee !
oJ > . >
Horns in F S g
A= = = = =
SN S s
f marc., en dehors
= —_— =
Trumpet in C | {o&y 4 = ] = s " . f ® —
<o) : _— —
S
oo VA Tay P &

R B B ————aa——— . —— e ———a ————a ——— —————a————y
Piano S
f P R /_.\ N = P e

Crash Cymbals
. L >~
Percussion [3] L= ¥ - ! - ! - i
(One player) [S— . . J

Allegro non troppo J =120
b

o

w

o>
ndzv. ° —o— o
17 i S— —O—= o
[ fan W /1
ANIVAES 3
o f >
4
o7
Violins i
&
L>
ndtv. ° o o
[ W /1
[N NIV 3
&
marc., en dehors
™ N N >
> P S S S o
i 124 - - =
Viola jﬁ‘) 4 g 1 m—
|
- e
O 1 Py [ &
Violoncello =) % ¢ . f £ ] ]
- n e
Contrabass |- 4 = = : - £ —— 1

|

Libretto: © Copyright 2016 by Sheldon Harnick. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

© Copyright 2016 by Ione Press, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing Group. www.ecspublishing.com
All rights reserved.



Hoep 6 7 4 i
& G i o4 oA
e 6N &l e | .
o G i Gl I\l ]
& R I (] 1
& G G A a4
m § ‘. | gm A“mm |
! ) G !

IS I e N
G 6 & . |
oG 1 G . 'S
da 6o 6 ey
A6 - e
; \ il (U i
o mi gl «SA( W I

Lady Bird | Prelude



T o
[
..\\ o [l . Ll Q
AL A AL A4 A A AN
XX L E== B = =
Y q
el i Al Y [
k. Y q
mL..
A QL JAIA I - L] AQl ALY A
|t Y 1 1 a
H [ Y
Jell . I ol q )
v [ )|
A8 A >.._H AlS A \y [ Y
o el TR ml TN
N N N N N N
S || S | | S S S . S
Mads [T R MY . Aol &, 3. YR 5. U
Ol Ol Ol B
L YN ~t ~t 1 N BEL) A
iy m Jo
o N
===
. . . ( ~
19 19 19 119/ | [ 1N (10 L) (118! A NSl
N i v nm = i v
Y i
o« o« o Y
« | x | x I
19 1 QL _F; 119 (18 Bk ] INRLY AW
N N . W v Bl Eu
'y T
o« o [y
ﬁ ; K L 1
1] Aol _P\; oL o/l o ALl \\ﬂ_ Al L8] Al
N N L
=
i H il
| : |
>~
i~ ~t I 18] I o (YH I i | i
S 31 v m B== XX
= A
|| g ||
s MY E= m.& 3
2B
™ [ IANS [N .VL m o (1N p_mJ I \; T I\ 1uN | N
« . Y . 57 Ny =
il L z | bS]
= E ki
L1
('l
o | ~ " e A =S A¢] =5 A& o ~
. (N g S
= =
ol LY, o o
[l [
ol Y A TeA TTOANS A 1 =S ATV A= =5 A v |olll A=S >%f Aol (O
< < o (SR L ¢ L P o
oS g oy N ik = N e &)
N —N S — e T T
. — . . N — e 2
— a) — =] n m S 3 g E 5
= o o A = £ L S > >

Lady Bird | Prelude



=96

Andante J

%

=

e Tt et

ritard

>
/\
fhe £ e

I I

(f)espr.

e e e Ut

(f) espr.

e N N U N <

AL

P‘l_/i

¢

)

il

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

Aol

(cresc.)

-~

N

%

(mf')

(mf)

OoO—

—

)

/1

mf

AL

IR

AL

—,
i\_/

Y

R

AN

i

3

=96
Z

Andante J
H

en dehors

=5 NG|

ritard.

3

(f)espr.

-3

A

7]

unis., en dehors

b

re_

> >
P e e e e e sl

>

r ] r ] .I’

>
.

d

- )
4
oJ

CL

Pno.

Perc.

Vlns.

Lady Bird | Prelude



o~

|| || L] || [ RN
pkﬁg ﬁgﬁg Hdv [17ml \1144! vpgﬁg Vﬁ P\g @ |, . b ||
7o Q) | | AT
« “
[TTRI
ol \.ﬁl J e
.\J .\J il AKHAv
1
(18 (18 1
.u— .u_ ﬁ 1 T
| o\ N e
XY XYl || »ﬁ i S
Jil A / % \ ;
.L /ﬁ_ M EBL ) “J ; LInn Y M
I :
&
e e L1 i \ m
e Ll =]
I LIRAR)
ﬁé o o g
3. \m}‘ e 7o ywv/ N Wl 5 (Y
. SN LRSS e
o e e 1A L]
[ YA [ YEN e
[ 1Ia N [ 1aN ~t ﬁ\d
g 1 |
P
ol ol il oN Nl LR
L NN L HEE || o
-\\_— -\u— 1 MH_ ~t | LIEE)
A\J. A\J. L) re [ YA L e
. e Chl » ijfv
I e _r. N | WL%%N LIRR )
Ial .
T | ©“
PN I o AP ‘_ g TR
X a,.,@u QMQ DN ol N e N &
= & 8 & 8 2 g g = 2 > 5

Lady Bird | Prelude



poco rit.

e ‘,1;4

[l R
> 5 8
Q] Ol (18 —
b |
| I
i il i
:ﬁry [ 1
il
| il
1
(Y0l
o
o
s o
o
1 ol
o o
;muv > uv o
NITES m™le .v
L Iy
: i
| [l i
ant e e i
J )
o e N L &
( %
N ,@d . N ﬁ, 2 2
g : g " s g 5
= @) A e £ = > @]

Lady Bird | Prelude



69

[PROJECTION: Newspaper “JFK Assassinated!”]
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Scene 1 11

[Projection: The Seal of the President of the United States]
LIGHTS UP slowly on the interior of a plane. Clustered together are a small group of people including LYNDON JOHNSON,
LADY BIRD JOHNSON, JACKIE KENNEDY (in a blood-stained dress), Judge SARAH HUGHES (a middle-aged woman)

and a STEWARD.*
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...that I will faithfully execute the office...

LBJ:

...that I will faithfully execute the office...

HUGHES:

LBJ: I do solemnly swear...

(speaking slowly) I do solemnly swear...

HUGHES:
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