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Program Notes

The Promised Land is a set of arrangements and adaptations of traditional American folk
songs and spirituals. The common element is the yearning for, or celébration of, the life
beyond death—the “next life.” The songs express a variety of emotioas, ranging from the
sorrow of leaving this world, to the release from a life of sufferingg and finally, to the joy
of walking up to heaven.

Every Night When the Sun Goes Down is a sorrowful yet hopefully song, expressed in the
lyrics “True love don’t weep or mourn for me. The Lord has cométo set me free.” The
sustained, chordal accompaniment emphasizes the h€éavinessf the moufning. Ascending
arpeggio patterns express the rising to heaven. Nearth¢'end of the song, the tonality shifts
upward from Eb to E major to reflect the lyrics “And when I rise up to the sky... on wings
of silver I will fly.” The voice and accompaniment aseéend and fade away.

The Morning Train starts where the previous séng ended — i thethigh range, softly —and
then grows in dynamics and speed, lik& aitraimggathering energy. Special joy was taken in
creating this accompaniment with glissandi and active rhythmic underpinning in the style
of a train speeding past! Train whistles may be heardfinthe minor thirds floating above the
ensemble (either played by the trumpetsior sung as,vocal “ooh” sounds). The music takes a
dramatic turn near the end whefithe vocal line rises t6 a high C, with glissando, on the
words “Lord God Almightydplease hold my handP*This use of virtuosic singing within a
folk song is characteristic@fithe approach taken in The Promised Land.

All My Trials 1s the most peignant of the'songs in this set. Phrases such as “hush little
baby, don’t you crygsyou know your mama was born to die” or “Oh my brothers, I must
leave you here behind” view the approach of death in terms of those left behind. And
indeed, the finalmotesyin this song ‘are’held in the accompaniment rather than by the singer
(who has departed).

Walk On Up'to Heaven is_a theroughly joyous song. Therefore, it is presented in a
“strutting”style, walking/bouncing steadily on up to heaven. The singer presents an ever-
growing list of the'things she is planning on doing when she arrives: “put on my shoes,
shout the glory4fellowmy dreams, spread my wings and fly.” She is filled with dreams,
hope, joy and life<-all of these to enjoy when she arrives in The Promised Land.

Duration: 16 minutes
Collection: © Copyright 2015 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.,

a division of ECS Publishing. www.ecspublishing.com
All rights reserved.



The Promised Land

Catalog No. 8247

for Soprano Solo and Orchestra or Piano

Traditional
G. Walker, alt.

Gwyneth Walker

1. Every Night When the Sun Goes Down
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2. The Morning Train
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*The pianist may substitute white-note glissandi if it is more comfortable throughout this song.
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3. All My Trials
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4. Walk On Up to Heaven
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