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Program Note

Reach Down, Lord is the first movement of Pederson’s ~ Optional Spoken Wor n Unfolding,

five movement work, 4 Vision Unfolding, for SATB  piece is preceded S d prolo th
chorus, piano, and spoken word, with optional violin,  prologue the asks only Go

trumpet, and snare drum. The work is centered  down—but, th rator challenges th er to
broadly around themes of social justice, inviting the  reach«do et into the mess wi are

hem up. So w oir sings
each Down, Lord, not only
ut also an invitatio I of us, to
other. If you’d like to

your performance of

listener on an exploration of community, inclusivity,
freedom, and justice.

In Reach Down, Lord the poet is asking God’s spirit

to reach down and lift us up—Iift us out of the pit, out

of the darkness, and lift us to the light...lift us up to |

justice and wholeness. The rise and fall of the musi d piano under§core
oad. Alternatively,

throughout the piece reflects the text—reaching,do he ECS websit fre ) )

and lifting up. The repetition of the text an dy ou are Welcqme ur introduction to the
almost becomes mantra-like, washing ove piece with orig speech excerpts, etc.
listener as the piece builds to its dramatic conclusio o

broken road,

is piece, you can fi

each down, L

L/

is all we see,
and lift us up;
ur justice down.

h down, Lord.
Reach your justice down.
When we walk in the shadow of death,
0 Reach your justice down.

—Robert Bode

Copyright © 2023 Galaxy Music Corporation, Inc. (ASCAP), a division of ECS Publishing Group. www.ecspublishing.com All rights reserved.
Reach Down, Lord by Robert Bode Copyright © 2021. Used with permission. All rights reserved.
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Dedicated to all who have the vision and courage to build bridges of care and connection

Reach Down Lord

from A Vision Unfolding
for SATB Chorus and Piano
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